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LEGENDS  

OF  

TRANSILVANIA  

 

Legends, History, and Real-Life Adventure. 

 

Section 1: About This Book 

 
Legends of Transylvania is more than just a book—it’s an invitation to see the world differently. 
Through the eyes of a world traveler and adventurer, I’m here to tell the stories that have shaped 
lives and landscapes across centuries. Think of me as a messenger, sharing not only the history 
I’ve encountered but the powerful idea that there’s a greater force at work in our lives. 

In today’s world, we are surrounded by stories—some inspiring, others challenging—but each of 
them carries a message. For years, I dismissed my own story, thinking it was just another part of 
the noise. But every time I shared it, people’s reactions said otherwise. Their surprised looks, the 
conversations that followed, and the suggestion that I write it down—all led me here, to this 
book. 

The truth is my guide, so let’s start with two profound ideas: 

1. We’re all time travelers. Every moment we live is a step forward on a unique path. 
2. Everything is temporary. Life, with all its highs and lows, is fleeting, so each 

experience matters. 

No matter your challenges, there’s power in pausing, listening, and helping others. That moment 
of connection reveals something beautiful and enduring. My purpose here is simple: to guide you 
through these thoughts as I’ve experienced them, to offer new ways of seeing, and to help you 
reflect on your own journey. 

This book isn’t a typical adventure story; it’s a deeper conversation. I encourage you to approach 
it with an open mind and a willingness to return to these ideas as needed. And if you’ve ever 
wondered about the power of resilience, about the mysteries of places like Transylvania, or about 
the strength within us all, you’re in the right place. 
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Wisdom and Reflections 

There’s a valuable lesson in learning from others. My grandfather told me that learning from 
someone else’s mistakes is cheaper—and wiser. Life has taught me to focus on what matters, and 
here’s my distilled message for you: know what you want, and never give up. 

My journey has taken me across continents, through professions, and into countless challenges, 
including a daring Danube crossing in 1984. From facing these tests firsthand, I know life can be 
unpredictable, even harsh. The world isn’t always kind, and we must be resilient and wise to 
navigate it. In my story, you’ll see these principles in action: standing strong, pressing forward, 
and remaining true to what you believe in. 

Through my years, I’ve come to see that every experience, every lesson, and every person we 
encounter shapes our path. And, like a good wine, I’ve distilled these experiences down to the 
essentials to share the richness of the journey with you. 

A Legacy from History: Vlad the Impaler 

In a world of change, certain legacies endure. Take Vlad the Impaler—protector of Wallachia, 
feared by his enemies, yet revered as a fierce defender of his people. He despised thieves and 
liars, upholding his values with a reputation that made him both hero and myth. His life is a 
reminder that true strength often comes with complexity. 

This book dives into his legacy, exploring not just the tales of cruelty but the values that drove 
him. He was no “Dracula,” but a leader who stood for justice as he saw it, a protector who used 
fear as his weapon. 

Transylvania: A Land Beyond Myths 

What do you know of Transylvania? Beyond the Dracula myths, it’s a region of breathtaking 
landscapes, fortified villages, and historical resilience. From Wallachia to Transylvania, these 
lands were once strategic strongholds, resisting Ottoman forces while fostering unique traditions. 
The people’s enduring spirit and cultural richness deserve to be shared with the world. 

Through the Legends of Transylvania, you’ll journey to a land that balances ancient tradition 
with the reality of modern life. This narrative invites curious travelers, history buffs, and 
adventure-seekers to explore a region where the past meets the present in dynamic ways. 

The Conflict with the Ottoman Empire 

Centuries ago, the Ottoman Empire sought to conquer Eastern Europe, including Wallachia, 
Moldavia, and Transylvania. Leaders like Vlad stood against their demands, refusing to pay 
tribute and protect their people. Wallachia’s survival depended on strategic alliances and fierce 
resistance, even as Ottoman armies loomed large. 
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This story doesn’t stop at the military; it includes a darker aspect of tribute: the recruitment of 
young boys for the Janissary corps, known as the “child levy.” Boys as young as eight were 
taken, trained, and converted, creating an elite military force loyal to the Ottoman sultans. This 
practice is one example of the region’s struggle to maintain its identity in the face of relentless 
pressure. 

My Journey of Personal and Historical Discovery 

In Legends of Transylvania, I hope to reveal not just my life’s story but the wisdom I’ve gathered 
along the way. My journey began with one step, a decision to share, and an invitation for you to 
walk this path with me. If my story, or the stories of Transylvania and Wallachia, can offer even 
a single moment of clarity or connection for you, then this book has done its job. 

So let’s step into a land of history, myth, and personal revelation. Together, we’ll explore the 
land of Vlad, uncover the truths behind the legends, and maybe—just maybe—see our world in a 
new light. 

Devshirme System: Recruitment of Christian Boys 

• Origins and Purpose: The devshirme system began in the 14th century under Sultan 
Murad I as a way to recruit and train a loyal, professional army. Christian boys from the 
Ottoman Empire’s European provinces, primarily from the Balkans, were taken from 
their families, converted to Islam, and rigorously trained to serve the empire. This 
practice continued, albeit with some variations, until the 17th century. 

• Eligibility and Selection: The system targeted non-Muslim boys, mainly from Christian 
communities in the Balkans, though Muslims were excluded to avoid conflicts of loyalty. 
Boys aged 8 to 18, particularly those who were physically fit and intelligent, were 
selected. The devshirme took place every few years, depending on the empire's needs. 

• The Janissaries were an elite military corps within the Ottoman Empire, known for their 
loyalty, discipline, and formidable skills in battle. The recruitment of young men into the 
Janissary corps was part of a unique system called the devshirme, or "child levy," which 
played a critical role in the structure and success of the Ottoman military for centuries. 

Under Ottoman suzerainty, Transylvania, like other vassal states, was required to pay several 
types of tribute to the Ottoman Empire. The exact nature and amount of tribute varied over time 
and depended on the arrangement between Transylvanian leaders and the Ottoman sultans. 
Here’s an overview of the typical tributes: 

1. Annual Monetary Tribute 

• Primary Tribute: The most common tribute was a monetary payment made annually. 
This payment was essentially a tax that demonstrated loyalty and submission to the 
Ottoman Empire, allowing Transylvania to retain its internal autonomy while recognizing 
Ottoman overlordship. 
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• Amount: The amount varied but was typically substantial, putting a strain on 
Transylvania’s resources. For example, in certain periods, Wallachia and Moldavia paid 
about 10,000 gold coins annually, and Transylvania’s tribute was likely in a similar 
range, depending on its negotiations and wealth at the time. 

• Transylvania and most neighbor countries were occasionally required to provide specific 
resources, such as timber, livestock, and food supplies. This was particularly important if 
the Ottomans were preparing for campaigns in Eastern Europe, and local resources were 
needed to support military operations. 
 

2. Military Support 

• Troop Contributions: In some cases, Transylvania was required to provide troops or 
military support to the Ottoman army, especially for campaigns close to its borders. 
These contributions were often indirect, meaning Transylvania might not have to send 
soldiers but could be required to provide supplies or allow Ottoman forces to pass 
through its territory. 

• Defensive Assistance: If the Ottomans faced threats from other European powers (like 
the Habsburgs), Transylvania would be expected to act as a defensive buffer, fortifying 
its towns and helping to hold back invasions. 

3. Gifts and Special Tributes 

• Annual Gifts: In addition to formal tributes, it was customary to send valuable “gifts” to 
the Sultan and his court. These were often luxury items, such as fine horses, furs, fabrics, 
and other valuable resources that Transylvania produced or could acquire. 

• Symbolic Submissions: Sometimes, tribute would include symbolic items that 
acknowledged the Sultan’s authority, such as ceremonial weapons or rare animals. These 
gifts were intended to strengthen diplomatic relations and were a sign of respect for 
Ottoman power. 

4. Captives and Slaves (Occasionally) 

• Tribute in Captives: In certain cases, vassal states were required to send captives as 
tribute, which would either enter the Ottoman slave markets or become Janissaries (elite 
Ottoman soldiers). However, this was less common in Transylvania than in other 
Ottoman-controlled regions and was often replaced with financial contributions instead. 

• Agricultural Products: In times of surplus, Transylvania might supply agricultural 
products like grain, which could be used for Ottoman troops or exported to other parts of 
the empire. 

 

 

 


