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Early Life and Beginnings

Ella Jane Fitzgerald, born on April 25, 1917, in Newport News, Virginia, began her
journey in humble beginnings. Her mother, Temperance “Tempie” Fitzgerald, worked as a
laundress to support Ella and her family. Ella's father, William Fitzgerald, separated from
Tempie shortly after Ella's birth, leaving them to fend for themselves. Despite these early
hardships, Ella's childhood was tucked with moments that revealed glimpses of the great
talent that was yet to be fully realized.

In 1933, when Ella was �fteen, she faced one of the pivotal years of her young life. The
death of her mother in 1932 had left her devastated. Tempie's untimely passing, followed
by Ella's guardianship under her stepfather Joseph Da Silva, placed her in an uncertain
environment. She moved from Newport News to Yonkers, New York. The transition was
tough, not only because Ella had to get used to a new city but because she also had to
adapt to her new guardian's rules. Ella's relationship with Da Silva was strained, and the
di�culties of adjusting to this new life prompted her to skip school frequently.

Despite the tumultuous circumstances, Yonkers provided an unexpected respite for
young Ella. It was here where her natural a�nity for music began to take shape. Ella often
found herself drawn to the gospel and jazz music that �oated out of her neighborhood.
She developed a deep passion for singing, inspired by iconic performers she would listen
to on the radio, such as the Boswell Sisters. It was Connee Boswell's voice that
particularly struck a chord with Ella, and she would often mimic her style, albeit with an
injection of her unique sound. By no means was Ella's initial life journey easy, but it
became the foundational backdrop against which her resilience and unparalleled talent
would shine.

Ella's escape from her challenging environment often came in the form of performing in
school shows and local gatherings. She would practice her dance routines meticulously,
but when the time came to perform, stage fright would overwhelm her. Her �rst-known
public performance was at the Harlem Opera House in 1934. Although intended as a
dancer, her nerves got the better of her, leading her to divert to singing on stage instead.
This event, albeit small and within a local context, was a signi�cant moment marking the
revelation of her future path.

It wasn't long after that fateful night at the Harlem Opera House that Ella Fitzgerald
experienced the turning point in her burgeoning career: her legendary performance at
the Apollo Theater's Amateur Night in 1934. Initially planning to dance, she chose to sing
instead, motivated by the encouraging audience and her own fears of faltering dance
moves. Ella's song choice,
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