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Introduction

History of Podcast

A podcast is simply a series of digital audio �les that people
can download and listen to. You can download it to the user’s
devices, such as cellphones and laptops, or computers. To be
more speci�c, a podcast is an episodic series of recorded
spoken words that can be all focused on a particular or
particular topic, genre, or theme.

In dictionary form, a podcast refers to a digital audio �le in a
series form that can be found on the Internet and is available
for download. Way back in 2004, the term podcast was
coined and �rst used by

As Ben Hammersly in The Guardian newspaper article, a podcast is the combination of iPod and
broadcast. However, You should note that it was not Ben Hammsersly who created and developed
the podcast.

Former MTV jockey Adam Curry and software developer Dave Winer discovered and developed
podcasting. Aside from being a podcaster, Curry is also an announcer, internet entrepreneur, and
media personality. He is known for his stint as a VJ on MTV. He is also known as one of the �rst
celebrities who created and administered websites.   With his efforts in podcasting, Curry is now
known as the “Podfather.” 

On the other hand, we have Dave Winer. Winer is an entrepreneur, writer, and American software
developer. With his signi�cant contribution to podcasting, he has been given credit for the
development and invention of the podcasting model. Today, both Curry and Winer are known as
the godfather of podcasting.

Before using the term “podcasting”, it was dubbed as audio blogging. Similarly, an RSS web feed
allows users and other applications to access websites in a computer-readable and standardized
format. With the use of RSS, users can keep tracking many different websites using a single news
aggregator. This aggregator will spontaneously form the RSS feed for new content. Due to these RSS
attributes, users, including Adam Curry, requested audio blogging. As a software developer, Dave
Winer added new functions to RSS 0.92 by including a new element called an enclosure. This
enclosure will pass the address of a media �le (mp3, wav, WMA, etc.) to the RSS news aggregator.
The Grateful Dead song was the �rst media �le that demonstrated the enclosure feature of RSS last
January 2001.


