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Introduction 

VERY soon after the decease of my beloved father-in-law I began to receive letters 

pressing upon me the desirableness of issuing as soon as possible a memoir of him and 

his work. 

The well-known autobiography, entitled "Narrative of the Lord's Dealings with George 

Müller," had been, and was still being, so greatly used by God in the edification of 

believers and the conversion of unbelievers that I hesitated to countenance any attempt 

to supersede or even supplement it. But as, with prayer, I reflected upon the subject, 

several considerations impressed me: 

1st. The last volume of the Narrative ends with the year 1885, so that there is no record 

of the last thirteen years of Mr. Müller's life excepting what is contained in the yearly 

reports of "The Scriptural Knowledge Institution." 

2d. The last three volumes of the Narrative, being mainly a condensation of the yearly 

reports during the period embraced in them, contain much unavoidable repetition. 

3d. A book of, say, four hundred and fifty pages, containing the substance of the four 

volumes of the Narrative, and carrying on the history to the date of the decease of the 

founder of the institution, would meet the desire of a large class of readers. 

4th. Several brief sketches of Mr. Müller's career had issued from the press within a few 

days after the funeral; and one (written by Mr. F. Warne and published by W. F. Mack 

& Co., Bristol), a very accurate and truly appreciative sketch, had had a large 

circulation; but I was convinced by the letters that reached me that a more 

comprehensive memoir was called for, and would be produced, so I was led especially 

to pray for guidance that such a book might be entrusted to the author fitted by God to 

undertake it. 

While waiting for the answer to this definite petition, though greatly urged by publishers 

to proceed, I steadily declined to take any step until I had clearer light. Moreover, I was, 

personally, occupied during May and June in preparing the Annual Report of "The 

Scriptural Knowledge Institution," and could not give proper attention to the other 

matter. 
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Just then I learned from Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, of Brooklyn, N. Y., that he had been led 

to undertake the production of a memoir of Mr. Müller for American readers, and 

requesting my aid by furnishing him with some materials needed for the work. 

Having complied with this request I was favoured by Dr. Pierson with a syllabus of the 

method and contents of his intended work. 

The more I thought upon the subject the more satisfied I became that no one could be 

found more fitted to undertake the work which had been called for on this side of the 

Atlantic also than this my well-known and beloved friend. 

He had had exceptional opportunities twenty years ago in the United States, and in later 

years when visiting Great Britain, for becoming intimately acquainted with Mr. Müller, 

with the principles on which the Orphanage and other branches of "The Scriptural 

Knowledge Institution" were carried on, and with many details of their working. I knew 

that Dr. Pierson most thoroughly sympathized with these principles as being according 

to the mind of God revealed in His word; and that he could, therefore, present not merely 

the history of the external facts and results of Mr. Müller's life and labours, but could 

and would, by God's help, unfold, with the ardour and force of conviction, the secret 

springs of that life and of those labours. 

I therefore intimated to my dear friend that, provided he would allow me to read the 

manuscript and have thus the opportunity of making any suggestions that I felt 

necessary, I would, as my beloved father-in-law's executor and representative, gladly 

endorse his work as the authorized memoir for British as well as American readers. 

To this Dr. Pierson readily assented; and now, after carefully going through the whole, 

I confidently recommend the book to esteemed readers on both sides of the Atlantic, 

with the earnest prayer that the result, in relation to the subject of this memoir, may be 

identical with that produced by the account of the Apostle Paul's "manner of life" upon 

the churches of Judea which were in Christ (Gal. i. 24), viz., 

"They glorified GOD" in him. 

                JAMES WRIGHT. 

        13 CHARLOTTE STREET, PARK STREET, 

           BRISTOL, ENG., March, 1899. 

 

 
 


